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By  legislative  role  in  urban  affairs  is  meant  the  part  plaj^ed 
by  a  legislature  in  the  nation's  heavily  populated  communities.  The 
legislature  may  be  Congress  or  a  state  legislative  body.  It  may 
also  be  a  city  or  toxm  council,  a  county  board  of  supervisors,  or 
a  special  district  board  of  directors.  All  have  a  major  role  in 
urban  affairs,  ranging  from  the  setting  of  policy  to  the  approp- 
riation of  funds. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  American  federal  system,  t^th  its 
division  of  poirers  between  national  and  state  authorities,  the  role 
of  Congress  in  urban  affairs  is  necessarily  limited.  The  states 
have  direct  control  over  municipalities  within  their  borders  and 
thus  over  urban  services.  However,  by  its  greater  access  to  sources 
of  revenue.  Congress  has  increasingly  been  playing  a  greater  role — 
albeit  it  an  indirect  one— in  urban  matters. 

It  is  Congress  which  in  recent  years  has  been  providing  the 
spur  toward  enlarged  governmental  activity  in  the  areas  of  urban 
redevelopment,  planning,  public  housing,  education,  highway  main- 
tenance, hospital  construction,  airport  development,  recreation, 
and  crime  and  pollution  control.  All  of  these  areas  have  trad- 
itionally been  under  the  authority  of  state  and  municipal  authorities. 
Hoxjever,  by  providing  funds  to  the  states  and  municipalities  and  hy 
setting  standards.  Congress  is  now  helping  to  formulate  policy, 
particularly  in  such  diverse  areas  as  regional  planning  bodies,  the 
establishment  of  merit  systems,  and  the  emplojTnent  of  minority 
groups  in  the  public  service. 

This  increased  Congressional  activity  in  urban  affairs  has 
been  due  in  part  to  the  reluctance  of  many  formerly  rural-dominated 
state  legislatures  to  provide  greater  assistance  to  their  problem- 
plagued  cities.  Court-mandated  reapportionment  of  state  legis- 
latures has  changed  the  composition  of  legislative  bodies  by 
giving  representation  to  cities  and  suburbs.  Novr  states  are 
responding  to  the  needs  of  metropolitan  and  urban  areas  by  providing 
the  necessary  funds  and  encouraging  their  municipalities  to  handle 
local  problems  on  a  regional  basis,  to  provide  for  moderate  ?nd 
low  income  housing,  to  undertake  special  educational  projects  for 
children  of  disadvantaged  families,  and  to  embark  upon  other  pro- 
grams designed  to  make  urban  living  more  palatable. 
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For  their  part,  the  municipalities  of  course  have  always 
held  a  direct  role  in  urban  affairs.  Few  local  undertakings  are 
possible  unless  the  municipality  passes  an  ordinance  authorising 
the  project.  In  some  cases,  it  may  even  be  necessary  to  gain  the 
approval  of  local  voters  through  a  referendum. 

Thus  the  legislative  bodies  of  all  three  levels  of  government 
play  active  roles  in  municipal  affairs  today.  All  three  have  a 
major  concern  vjith  urban  matters,  and  anj'-  important  urban  under- 
taking will  probably  require  the  cooperation  of  all. 

The  purpose  of  the  following  Bibliography  is  to  present 
selected  books,  journal  articles,  and  other  >7orks  on  the  subject 
of  "The  Legislative  Role  in  Urban  Affairs.'  The  literature  on 
Congress  and  state  legislatures  is  voluminous,  particularly  in 
regard  to  structure,  voting  patterns ,  and  reapportionment. 
Published  works  on  municipal  legislative  bodies,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  more  limited.  However,  in  regard  to  the  legislative  role  in 
urban  affairs,  not  too  much  is  available  and  one  must  comb  through 
works  on  many  subjects  to  ferret  out  information  on  legislative 
activity  in  urban  matters. 

This  Bibliography  presents  some  of  the  leading  books  and 
journal  articles  which  relate  to  legislative  activity  in  urban 
affairs.  For  additional  sources,  the  reader  is  directed  to  books 
on  politics,  biographies,  and  organizational  procedures  and 
strategies  of  legislative  bodies.  The  Bibliography  is  divided 
into  four  sections,  beginning  vrith  a  general  listing  of  biblio- 
graphies and  bibliographic  essays  on  legislative  bodies.  Succeeding 
sections  are  on  the  role  of  Congress,  state  legislatures,  and 
municipal  legislative  bodies. 
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